Do's and Don'ts for Students

During the Preceptorship
Nursing 4210 – Applied Principles of Practice
1. Do tell your preceptor what skills you are comfortable with and what ones you're not comfortable with. 

2. You are responsible legally and financially for your actions. 
3. Don't take risks - if you are unsure of yourself, check with your preceptor. Ask them to review the skill with you or validate your decision. In other words - If in doubt, don't! Remember that your patients are depending on you.

4. If you and your preceptor disagree or are having problems working together, call the nursing faculty contact person. 

5. Be - on time; accountable; prepared; dressed appropriately and professionally. 

Remember - you or a classmate may want a job at the institution where you are precepting. The impression you leave with the staff will reflect on whether they want to hire a COTC graduate. 

6. Keep your journal up-to-date, e-mail your entries daily to your faculty contact person. Attend the weekly seminars on campus. Missing more than one seminar will affect your ability to pass this course. 

7. Keep a positive attitude. Even if the site you were assigned is not your first choice, there is a lot you can learn there. Make the most of this experience. 
8. Schedule your hours to precept around the preceptor’s schedule.   Do not expect them to change their schedule for you!  Any substitution of having another nurse supervise you during the preceptorship must be approved by the unit manager AND your faculty contact.  (We will need a Preceptor Data Form for ALL preceptors)
